
Peer Editing Workshop 
 

PEER EDITOR Directions 
 
Congratulations! Someone trusts your input and advice enough to ask you to offer feedback on one of their college application 
essays—likely THE most important paper they will write in their high school career. As their editor, you’ve got a big job to do. 
You need to make sure that this essay meets the expectations provided in the guidelines and presents your peer’s best possible 
self. Follow these directions to provide thoughtful and thorough feedback: 

You’re ready to begin! 
Start by checking paper setup and formatting. If there are issues with any of the following, fix the problem or leave a comment: 

 Is this paper in MLA format? (Times New Roman,? 12 point font? SINGLE-spaced?NOT FOR ROUGH DRAFT(S) If 
not, fix the formatting. 

 Is there a header at the top right-hand side of each page in this format: Last #?  

If not, click on Insert > Header and create one. 

 Is there a complete heading in the upper left-hand corner? 

Ima Student 

Ms. Calhoun 
English 12 –  
Hour 1 
Date 

 Is the college application essay prompt attached? 

  Is the WORD COUNT listed on the final page of the document?(final drafts only) 

Now move on to commenting on content. To comment, highlight a block of text and then click on the “Insert comment” button 
on the icons toolbar.   

1. Comment on the first sentence – aka THE HOOK. Does it grab your attention? Why or why not? What is your 
immediate impression of this narrator? Give specific feedback in your comment. 

2. After reading the first paragraph, offer a comment that lists some adjectives you would use to describe the writer. These 
should not be traits what you already know, but what you can tell by READING. Justify your adjectives with textual 
references. 

3. Offer suggestions for improving the opening. Be very specific and what works or what doesn’t work.   
4. Now read the whole paper all the way through. Highlight connotative words, strong images, specific details, cool turns-

of-phrase. You can highlight by clicking on dropdown arrow next to the A button on the toolbar and select “Highlight.” 
5. Leave comments on specific words and phrases in each paragraph that reveal tone or adjectives or character traits--

basically what you’re learning about the person as you read. 
6. Do you see any clichés? Overused phrases or ideas (I discovered you only live once…as I stood there on the top of Mt. 

Fuji, I suddenly realized…La Cañada is a bubble…Without that experience I would not be the person I am today…) 
Highlight these problems and leave constructive comments. 

7. Offer a comment on the last paragraph or ending. Does it sound too much like an ending? That means, does it sound forced 
or redundant? Does it end with some nice insights into who is writing it or does it just repeat stuff? 

8. Re-read the essay and now, sweat the small stuff! Focus on the syntax, spelling, and grammar. Is there enough sentence 
variety, like short sentences used to punctuate between long ones, or do all the sentences sound the same, stylistically? 
Are they varied in structure and length? Did you get the sense this person is trying to show off with ridiculous vocabulary 
that he/she doesn’t actually use OR did you feel they were too informal? Did they keep it consistent in terms of tense, 
voice, and such? How about the pacing? Did it drag in the middle or somewhere else? Leave comments with ideas for 
how to fix these problems. 

9. What suggestions do you have concerning the essay? Offer specific or general advice about the paper as a whole, and 
leave your thoughts in a comment at the end. The more specific you are in your answer, the easier it will be for the writer 
to follow up with your suggestions. 

10. Highlight the WORD COUNT on the last page and respond to this in a comment: If you were a college admissions 
person, what about this writer would make you want to admit him/her to your college? In other words, what does this 
person bring to the campus and why would s/he be successful? How does this writing stand out from the other 2,567 
essays you’ve read? If it doesn’t stand out, WHY NOT? 


