To Analyze Thinking We Must Identify and Question its

Elemental Structures
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Element: Concepts Allreasoning is expressed through, and
shaped by, CONCEPTS and IDEAS.

« |dentify key concepts and explain them clearly.

« Consider alternative concepts or alternative definitions of cancepts.
« Make sure you are using concepts with precision.
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Clarify Your... Concepts
Concepts are ideas, theories, laws, principles, or
hypotheses we use in thinking to make sense of
things.
Be clear about the concepts you are using and use them
justifiably.
Questions you can ask about concepts
« Whatidea am | using in my thinking? Iz this idea
causing prohlems for me or for others?
+ |thinkthis is a good theory, bot could you explain it
mare fully?
« What is the main hypothesis you are using in yaur
reasoning?
« Arewou using this term in keeping with established
usage?
« What main distinctions should we draw in reasoning
through this problem?
« What idea is this author using in his or her thinking? 1S
there a problem with it?
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