


Before you begin reading the book, go to 
the following sites to learn about racism, 
civil rights, and segregation.

Watch this video for an introduction to 
Civil Rights

 Listen to this explanation of where the 
term Jim Crow originated. 

Read some of the Jim Crow laws that 
existed in the 1950’s.

http://www.5min.com/Video/The-History-of-the-Civil-Rights-Movement-516950482
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/remembering/rafiles/jim_crow_explained.ram
http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/what.htm


Click on the timeline of Civil Rights.  Find 
the 1960s and explore some of the 
information from that era.

Read about Rosa Parks’ contributions to the 
Civil Rights movement.

 Finally, click on this LINK to see some 
important images of the Civil Rights 
movement.

http://www.cnn.com/EVENTS/1997/mlk/links.html
http://teacher.scholastic.com/rosa/
http://photos.state.gov/galleries/usinfo-photo/39/civil_rights_07/


Now print out the KWL chart, fill it 

out, and share it with your group on 

the discussion board.

KWL%5b1%5d.pdf


• Mississippi Trial is a work of historical 

fiction.  Review this definition of historical 

fiction from Wikipedia.

• Create a two-column document using 

Word.  As you read, sort the following 

words and phrases into columns you label 

“Real” and “Fiction”.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_fiction
DuringReading.doc
DuringReading.doc
DuringReading.doc
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• Read Chapters 1 to 7 in Mississippi Trial. 

While you read, please highlight Golden 

Lines, lines or phrases that strike you as 

particularly meaningful, evocative, or 

powerful.  There will be a place on the 

English 10 Blog to share your Golden Lines.

http://rkiel.edublogs.org/


• Read Chapters 8 to 13 in Mississippi Trial. 
While you read, select a character on which 
to focus. Brainstorm three burning questions 
you have for that character. Speculate about 
how that character might respond to your 
questions and why. Use evidence from the 
text and your background knowledge.  There 
will be a place on the English 10 blog to 
share your questions and answers.

http://rkiel.edublogs.org/


• Read Chapters 14 to 17 in Mississippi 

Trial. While you read, focus on the 

voices of particular characters (select 

Hiram, Grandpa, RC, Naomi, or 

father) and think about their various 

points of view. There will be a place on 

the English 10 Blog to share your 

thoughts.

http://rkiel.edublogs.org/


• Now that you have finished the book, 
go back to the list of “Real” and 
“Fiction” words.  See how many of 
these words you correctly sorted.  You 
may need to use a search engine such 
as Google or Ixquick to confirm that 
the words are in the correct columns.

• Fill out the “What I Learned “ section 
in your KWL Chart and share that with 
your group on the discussion board.

http://www.google.com/
http://www.ixquick.com/


• Explore the actual story of the 
confession of the murder of Emmett 
Till as it appeared in Look Magazine.

• Read some primary sources including 
Emmett’s last letter home.

• Review the timeline of the murder of 
Emmett Till.

• Explore some views of teens on 
segregation.  Have things changed?

• If you want to read more about the 
murder of Emmett Till, there are 
many more resources here.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/sfeature/sf_look_confession.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/filmmore/ps.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/timeline/index.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/sfeature/sf_segregation.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/till/sfeature/sf_segregation.html
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/


 Explore the following songs and poems that were 
written about the murder of Emmett Till.

 Strange Fruit by Billie Holliday.  Here are the lyrics.
 Mississippi-1955 by Langston Hughes
 The Death of Emmett Till by Bob Dylan
 The Lovesong of Emmett Till by 

Anthony Walton
 A Bronzeville Mother Loiters In Mississippi. 

Meanwhile, a Mississippi Mother Burns Bacon by 
Gwendolyn Brooks

http://www.pbs.org/jazz/biography/artist_id_holiday_billie.htm
http://www.bluesforpeace.com/lyrics/strange-fruit.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Hughes.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Hughes.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Hughes.htm
http://www.bobdylan.com/songs/emmetttill.html
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Walton.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Walton.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Walton.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Walton.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Brooks.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Brooks.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Brooks.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Brooks.htm
http://www.emmetttillmurder.com/Brooks.htm


 Choose one of the following final project options 

Mississippi Trial, 1955 Unit Project

 Regardless of which project you choose, all 

components of the project must be placed in to a 

manila ENVELOPE, not a folder, with your name 

date and hour on the outside..
 I hope you enjoyed reading Mississippi Trial and 

learned more about the Civil Rights movement by 
completing this CyberLesson.

 You can learn about Chris Crowe’s next book by 
reading an interview on his publisher’s site and one 
in the ALAN Review.

http://www.cvs.k12.mi.us/rkiel/CVHS Website/English 10/MT1955/Mississippi Fianl  Project.pdf
http://www.penguinputnam.com/static/packages/us/yreaders-new/f15-start.html
http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa4063/is_200304/ai_n9183635
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