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COMPARING DYSTOPIAS: HUNGER GAMES (A) & DIVERGENT (B) 

In this paper, you will compare and contrast the dystopian societies in TWO of the dystopias we studied this unit.  
This paper should address the following question:  How does examining the fictional societies in these two 
works exemplify dystopian ideals and how do these works reveal potential dangers for our own society?  
 
Your paper MUST address the following: 
1. Explain the formation of the dystopia(s).  Include in your explanation how the society in each novel/film came 

about (the original motive behind its creation) 
2. Explain the social principles used to create each of the novel/film’s society.  Include in your explanation what 

society believes about human beings, life and the world. 
3. Explain what is wrong with each society’s expectations.  Include in your explanation the ways in which the 

citizens behave (both to support and go against these expectations) 
 

To thoroughly address this prompt, you will also need to consider the following questions: 

4. What are the methods of governmental control exercised upon the society/protagonists in the novel/film?  

Make sure you have specific examples. 

5. What actions does each protagonist take to cope with or change his or her situation? Are they successful 

methods? Why or why not? 

6. What is the author’s message/warning? Is it a prediction for the future? A statement about human nature, 

government, etc.? 

7. Finally, do you think the message/warnings are relevant to the present day? In what ways have these authors’ 

ideas come true or are in jeopardy of really happening? 

To write a good compare-and-contrast paper, you must take the similarities and differences you've observed in 
each novel/film and make them come together into a meaningful argument. Therefore, the thesis depends on how 
the two novel/film you've chosen to compare actually relate to one another. Do they extend, corroborate, 
complicate, contradict, correct, or debate one another? In the most common compare-and-contrast paper—one 
focusing on differences—you can indicate the precise relationship between source A and source B by using the 
word "whereas" in your thesis:  

 While Hunger Games (A) and Divergent (B) share some dystopian characteristics, Hunger Games does not 
contain as many elements of a utopian society whereas Divergent is a work of true dystopian literature rather 
than just a science fiction novel.  

Whether your paper focuses primarily on difference or similarity, you need to make the relationship between A 
and B clear in your thesis. This relationship is at the heart of any compare-and-contrast paper.  

You may organize that argument in one of two ways: 

 In text-by-text, you discuss all of source A, then all of source B. 
 In point-by-point, you alternate points about A with comparable/contrasting points about B.  

If you think that source B extends source A, you'll probably use a text-by-text scheme; if you see A and B engaged in 
debate, a point-by-point scheme will draw attention to the conflict. Be aware, however, that the point-by- point 
scheme can come off as a Ping-Pong game. You can avoid this effect by grouping more than one point together, 
thereby cutting down on the number of times you alternate from A to B. But no matter which organizational 
scheme you choose, you need not give equal time to similarities and differences. In fact, your paper will be more 
interesting if you get to the heart of your argument as quickly as possible.  

o Explain the formation of the dystopia.  Include in your explanation how the society came about (the 
original motive behind its creation) 

o Explain the social principles used to create the novel/film’s society.  Include in your explanation what 
society believes about human beings, life and the world. 

o Explain what is wrong with the society’s expectations.  Include in your explanation the ways in which 
the citizens behave (both to support and go against these expectations) 
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COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS RUBRIC 

 

CATEGORY DEFICIENT 

(RARELY) 
LIMITED 

(OCCASIONALLY) 
ACCEPTABLE 

(FREQUENTLY) 
EXEMPLARY 

(CONSISTENTLY) 

Thesis/Focus: The essay presents a clear 
and arguable thesis that articulates an 
interesting comparison of the literature, and 
develops a clear comparison and/or 
contrast between Hunger Games and the 
other titles. 

   

 

Support: Consistently presents 
sophisticated and insightful ideas and 
provides appropriate, concise, and 
convincing explanations, detailed and 
accurate examples. The essay demonstrates 
careful, close reading of the literature. 

   

 

Clarity: The writing demonstrates a 
consistent ability to control the focus and 
organization of ideas, and skillfully employs 
conventions of sentence structure and 
mechanics. 

   

 

Requirements: The essay follows generally 
expected conventions of literary academic 
writing: written in MLA format, literary 
present tense, etc. The essay utilizes all the 
literature required by the prompt, meets the 
length requirement, and is submitted to 
inbox at the end of class stapled with all 
requested outlines and drafts. 

   

 

 

Grade: ____________________ 

 


