
Freedom Writers Diary Guided Questions 
Freshman Year – Fall 1994 

1. What becomes the core of Gruwell’s curriculum? Why? What happened? 

 

2. How do her fellow teachers treat Gruwell? Why? 

 

3. How do the students react to her at first? How do they react to being in her class? How do they see themselves at first? How 

do they see each other? 

 

4. How does Gruwell’s class compare to the Distinguished Scholars class? 

 

5. How are schools like the city, according to one diary entry (9-10)? 

 

6. In Diary 4, the student writes, “It’s kind of sad when you have to run away from something that isn’t your fault” (11). How 

does this statement apply to each of the Freedom Writers? How does it apply to you? 

 

7. Describe the different types of violence the students encounter. How does each deal with this violence? 

 

8. Death of a loved one is something that the Freedom Writers repeatedly face. How do they discuss death? What is their 

attitude toward it? Discuss the similarity with/difference between their experiences of death and yours. 

 

9. Repeatedly throughout the text, the diary writers talk about an “undeclared war”. Based on their descriptions/entries, how 

are their lives war-like? How do they see their lives as war-like? What elements in your life are war-like? 

 

10. At the end of Diary 8, the writer suggests that, if she has been made “to do something really bad”, she would have quit the 

sorority pledging. What are the girls made to do? Why does this writer not see these things as really bad? 

 

11. How do the students see Gruwell’s class by the end of the semester? 

 

12. How do the various students react to Durango Street? To The Last Spin? 

 

 

13. Describe Gruwell’s class during the Fall of 1994. What are the kids like? What do they learn? What do we learn about them?  

 



Freedom Writers Diary Guided Questions 
Freshman Year – Spring 1995 

1. How does Gruwell feel about the system? 

 

2. How does she see her approach to the class? 

 

3. What role does John Tu play for the class? 

 

4. What parallels does Gruwell draw between the students’ lives and Romeo and Juliet?  What effect does this have 

on her students’ thinking? 

 

5. How do students react to the “Peanut Game”? 

 

6. Describe the students’ comments on the Oklahoma City bombing. 

 

 

7. What do the students learn from their trip to the Museum of Tolerance? 

 

8. Gruwell introduces a ‘change’ ceremony.  What influence does this have? 

 

 

9. What lessons did Gruwell’s class learn in the Spring semester of 1995?  What do we learn about them?  About 

ourselves? 

 

 


