
GUIDE TO INTERNAL DOCUMENTATION 

MLA Style, 6th Edition 

Things to remember: 

� The reader must be able to look at your list of works cited to find the complete source 
citation for each parenthetical documentation. Every cited source must be listed in the 
bibliography (works cited). Each source from the bibliography must be cited within the 
paper.  

� Do not use "p." or "pp." to indicate page numbers.  
� Do not use any punctuation to separate the name from the page number inside the 

parentheses, unless instructed to do so.  
� Note that the period follows the parenthetical reference.  
� Quotes of more than four typed lines are set off from the text, and the entire quote is 

indented 10 spaces from the left margin. Continue to use double spacing. In this case, 
the parenthetical reference goes OUTSIDE the final period.  

One author not mentioned in the sentence: 

    Armstrong may well be the "greatest trumpet player of all time" (Banks 331). 

One author named in the sentence: 

    Ronald Banks called him the greatest trumpet player ever (331). 

Two or three authors: use all last names in the order listed on the title page 

    He was a leading influence in the growth of jazz (Jones, Van, and Wallach 324-25). 

Four or more authors: use the last name of the first author and et al. (Latin for and others) 

    Armstrong was known by his fans as Satchmo (Hearst et al. 96). 

No author: the title replaces the author 

    Louis Armstrong was a giant in his time (Jazz 330). 

Two or more anonymous (no author) works with the same title: the title replaces the 
author followed by the name of the source 

   As a child, Armstrong would practice for hours ("Louis Armstrong," Modern Jazz Artists 37). 

   Armstrong is one of the most recognized jazz musicians of the twentieth century ("Louis 
Armstrong," Smithsonian Jazz, par. 5). 

Editor only: treat as an author 

More than one author with the same last name: add the first initial 
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    Armstrong is credited with changing the course of music history (C. Eastwood 24). 

Two or more books by the same author: use the author’s last name, a comma, then the title 
and page number 

    During the 1930’s Armstrong toured the world (Becker, Satchmo 25). 

Two sources cited:   

   The achievements of Armstrong have been lauded by many (Dabundo 27; Magny 69). 

Multi-volume work: use author, volume, and page numbers if more than one volume is used 
in the same set 

    Armstrong was known for his distinctive voice (Abrams 2:79). 

Line from a play: use Roman numerals to show act and scene then give line # 

    Juliet admits that Romeo is her only love (Shakespeare, Romeo and Juliet IV. v. 140). 

Line from a poem: use line numbers 

    The hero suddenly realizes that he has "miles to go" (Frost line 15). 

Entire work: include the author’s name in the text; do not use a parenthetical citation 

    Fuller’s Louis Armstrong examines Louis’s role as a jazz musician. 

Video: use the title in the text of the paper 

    Giants of Jazz mentions the influence of Armstrong’s contemporaries. 

Interview: use only the last name of the person interviewed 

    Armstrong’s unique style was easily recognizable (Jackson). 

Bible:  use the name of the Bible and the exact text, abbreviating the book 

     The trumpet was used during Old Testament festivals as a form of celebration (Life  
Application Study Bible, Lev. 23:23-24). 

Pamphlet:  treat as if it were a book 

     Armstrong's favorite trumpet is housed in the American Jazz Museum in 
Kansas City (American Jazz Museum Special Exhibition 2). 

Internet: cited just like printed works; the parenthetical citation must direct the reader back to 
the  
correct entry on the works cited page; do not cite page numbers from the printout;  
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your teacher may want you to cite the paragraph number 

    Armstrong made jazz socially acceptable outside New Orleans (Cole, pars. 19-20). 

Block quotation:  A quote of over 4 lines must be separated from the text in a block quote 

     Armstrong and his contributions to jazz contributed to the culture of the 20th century: 

                By virtue of the role he played in its evolution during the first quarter of the 20th 
century,  

                Louis Armstrong is regarded as the most influential jazz musician in history. This  

                distinction is coupled with his stewardship of jazz around the world over the next  

                five decades as the earliest and greatest ambassador of America's first true  

                musical art form.  (Jackson 45) 
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