
Nickel & Dimed 

Web Quest Assignment 

A. Define poverty. Record the definition and don’t forget to use proper citation. 

 

B. Guess what the national poverty line was in 2012 for a family of 4. Record your guess. 

Then look this up under the following websites: 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/12poverty.shtml 

 

And 

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/ 

.  

 

C. 3.) Go to the following WEBQUEST and complete TASKS 1-5. YOU DO NOT NEED TO DO 

TASK 6.    http://www.geocities.ws/nickelquest/page1.html 

Step #1: Read Introduction 

Step #2 : Click Getting Started and read directions 

Step #3: Download Getting By Worksheet 

Step #4 ; Download Nickel & Dimed Excerpt 

Step #5: Click on Processes/Tasks – resources needed can be found by clicking 

on RESOURCE tab. 

Step #6 – Complete tasks 1-5(Make sure you READ the directions so that you 

complete each task) 

 

 

D. Do an Internet search on Ehrenreich, analyzing her education and her “experience” 

based on her biography, blogs, and interviews. Create an interview in which the 

questions range from questioning her credibility as an “imposter” in someone else’s shoes 

(ethos) informed by previous interviews, blogs, and biography to questions regarding her 

motivation for taking on the project.   Ask questions about the title of the book and what 

piques your curiosity as you peruse over the chapter headings.  Predict what the content 

of some of the chapters are about, arguing how how predictions correlate to the titles 

she uses.   

 

E. Get in groups of 2, and to role play for the questions on ND and on Scrubbing in Maine in 

which one plays Ehrenreich and the other plays a reporter. Share their answers at the 

end of the interviews with the class, and take notes based on these predictions to review 

later when they read the text. 

 

OR  

Alternative Assignment for STEP 8 

Write a journal entry on an “authentic” experience regarding the working poor by taking 

one of the chapter headings and writing a fictionalized account based on their 

experiences.  Instead of “Scrubbing in Maine,” rename the chapter to “Scrubbing in 

Michigan.”  You must do research on the job of a Merry Maid, creating a believable 

account of how they acquired the job and the difficulties they encounter at the job.  

Explore how you feel as an outsider, discuss society’s biases towards poverty-stricken 

people.  Write towards a specific audience.  

 

F. Discuss what type of audience the author envisioned based on the title and the chapter 

headings. Revisit their predictions once they have read the text.   

 

 

 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/12poverty.shtml
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/data/threshld/
http://www.geocities.ws/nickelquest/page1.html


Nickel & Dimed 

Web Quest Assignment 

Surveying the Text  

                                            Bring ND to class. 

                      Tasks: 

  Looking for titles and subheadings 

  Looking at the length of the reading 

  Finding out about the author through library research or an Internet search 

and discussing the results with the class 

  Discovering when and where this text was first published 

  Noting the topics and main ideas 

 

 

After reading HU, discuss the issues of being poor, struggling to find adequate housing. Then 

write in the voice of the other, Cedric, a letter to Ehrenreich. The key to this exercise is for Cedric 

to tell Ehrenreich what he thought of her account based on the interview he’s been privileged 

to read, the way in which the text is structured, and the actual excerpt from the text.  Cedric 

must explain whether or not her account resonated with his account of growing up poor. He 

must argue that his experience is both similar and different from hers.   

 

He must ask her the following questions:  

1). Why did she choose the title “Scrubbing in Maine”?  

2). What does she hope to achieve through this simulated experience?  

3). What is her opinion on poverty and housing, especially for women? Cedric must then share 

some insights from his mother’s perspective. 

Ask students to exchange their letters and write a letter back to Cedric answering his questions. 

The key to this exercise is to make students think about the motifs raised in the ND excerpt in 

comparison to the HU excerpt. 

 

 


