
PEER EDIT – RESEARCH PAPER Author of  the research paper         #            ____/20 

                  Editor of the research paper   ________________________________           ____/10 

1. What is the title of the paper?             

 Does the title reflect the position of the writer?    (it should – fix it if is doesn’t) 

 

2. Read the introductory paragraph. The first sentence or two are supposed to grab the reader’s attention. If this 

happens, then write the sentence(s) that grabs your attention here; if not, then write a note to the writer 

telling them to fix it and make a suggestion about how that could be done. This is not the thesis sentence 

here. 

                

               

             

 

3. Write the last sentence of the first paragraph here (this should be the thesis).      

               

              

 Does it tell the reader (1) the topic of the paper      

 If it doesn’t, then make a suggestion to the writer here.         

         ____________________________________  

 

4. Read through the first body paragraph in the essay. Does the topic sentence introduce a subtopic of the 

thesis sentence? (it should)    If it doesn’t, then remind the writer here to fix it so that it does and 

make a suggestion about what they might write.         

               

              _______ 

 

Does the rest of the first body paragraph focus on one piece of support and use specific examples from 

the research for support?    If it doesn’t, then remind the writer here to fix it so that it does and 

make a suggestion about what they might write.         

              

              

  

 How many parenthetical references did the writer use in this paragraph?    

 

5.  Read through the second body paragraph in the essay. Does the topic sentence introduce a subtopic of the 

thesis sentence? (it should)    If it doesn’t, then remind the writer here to fix it so that it does and 

make a suggestion about what they might write.         

               

               

 

Does the rest of the second body paragraph focus on one piece of support and use specific examples 

from the research for support?    If it doesn’t, then remind the writer here to fix it so that it 

does and make a suggestion about what they might write.        

              

              

   

  How many parenthetical references did the writer use in this paragraph?    

 



  6.   Find the required recognition of the opposing side in the paper. Write the sentence which introduces the it 

here.               

               

  

When discussing both sides of an argument or issue, the correct wording for writing about another point 

of view. (“It is true that . . . . However . . . . Therefore . . . .”are the set of words you are required to use) 

Check to be sure those words are properly used in the concession. If the writer did not use those words 

we practiced, then write a note here that reminds the writer to go back and fix it in the rough draft.  

              

        

  Does the concession make good sense? __________ Explain why or why not.     

               

               

  

  How many parenthetical references did the writer use in this paragraph?    

 

7. Now read through the rest of the body paragraphs in the paper.  If you see any topic sentences that do not 

introduce a subtopic of the thesis, then make notes to the writer here.       

               

              

 If you see a lack of support in the content of those body paragraphs, then make specific notes to the writer 

here.               

               

               

               

               

               

               

        

 How many parenthetical references did the writer use in these paragraphs?    

8. Now read the summary paragraph of the essay. Does it do the following things: (it should) 

 a. Restate the thesis in a different way.    

 b. Offer a reasonable suggestion about solving the argument.    

 c. Summarize the main points made in the essay.  __ 

  If the final paragraph does not do any of these things, then write suggestions to the writer here. 

                

               

             

9.  How many total parenthetical references are in the entire paper?     (should be min. of 4) 

a. How many different sources are cited?    (should be min. of 10) 

b. Are the references worded like this? (Smith, 14) or (“Euthanasia in America,” 22) If not, remind the Writer 

to do them correctly. 

c. Are there any direct quotations from the source material?    If so, are any of them longer than 

three lines?     If there any long ones, remind the writer here to use only shorter ones for support 



in this paper, not long ones that occupy too much space.        

             

      If the writer has a problem in this area, then make suggestions here.      

               

                

9.  Do a word count for 10 lines of the paper, then count the total number of lines and estimate the total 

number of words that are in the entire essay. Write that estimate here.     

 If the essay is too short or too long, write a reminder to the writer here.       

             

 

10. How do the surface features (spelling, punctuation, etc.) of the essay look? Make suggestions to the writer 

here.               

              


