SYNTHESIS ESSAY PEER REVIEW WORKSHEET

For our peer editing session, you will be responsible for reviewing another student’s essay. 

Writer’s Name: _________________________________  Editor’s Name: _____________________
The Introduction 

1. Please go through the Introduction and make sure the following is completed and labeled (make sure writer used a different color for each item): 

a. The Hook (UNDERLINED)
b. The Transition to the background knowledge (CIRCLE)
c. Background knowledge related to the topic being explored (BOX)
d. The Thesis Statement (HIGHLIGHTED)
2. Does the writer have a hook? Is it effective--why/why not? Please explain below: 

3. Review the thesis--Does it clearly state a claim/ argument? If no, please give the writer some suggestions for making their thesis statement more effective--be specific.

A claim/ argument is perspective that you can support and defend. This perspective must be more than an observation.

 Example:  “America is violent” is an observation. “Americans are violent because they are fearful” (the position that Michael Moore takes in Bowling for Columbine) is an argument. Why? It states an opinion. It makes a claim.
4. Considering the introduction as a whole, does it effectively set up the author’s argument? Please comment on its effectiveness below. Please give the writer suggestions, if you see areas that can be improved. 

The Body Paragraphs 

1. Please go through the body paragraphs and highlight/underline and label all of the following (use a different color for each item): 

a. Topic sentence to support thesis  (1-2 sentences that state the argument for that section of the essay—should be located at the start of a body paragraph) 

b. Context (introduction to evidence) 

c. Quotes 

d. Commentary 

e. Transitional words and phrases 

2. After reviewing the topic sentences to support thesis, do any of them need to be re-written because they are too broad or unclear? If yes, which ones and why? You may also make marks and notes directly on the draft. 

3. Are there any areas in the body paragraphs where evidence is lacking? Please explain any areas where the student needs to add more evidence: 

4. Is there a variety of evidence and are chosen quotes effective? Note that quotes should not simply come from one source but at least three sources. 

5. Check for correct quote citation--please make note of places where evidence is cited incorrectly. Remember that citation format is as follows: (Example Source A)
6. Are there any areas where the support is unclear or needs to be developed further? Note that context should give the necessary who, what, where, and when on-the-surface information in a concise way. Please explain: 

7. Are all quotes explained with sufficient commentary (observation/opinion)? Are there any areas where could the writer benefit from adding more commentary? Why? Explain below: 

The Conclusion 
1. Please go through the conclusion and highlight/underline and label all of the following (use a different color for each item): 

a. Re-statement of the thesis/ main argument (HIGHLIGHTED)
b. A Text-to-world connection (making the argument relevant to our world) (UNDERLINED)
c. Transitional words and phrases      (CIRCLED)
2. In your opinion, does the conclusion effectively restate the thesis statement? Explain: 

3. Does the conclusion relate the topic to the world/ourselves? How does it do this? 

4. Does the essay end on a strong note? If something is missing, what should the writer do? 

