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The Kite Runner Culminating Activity -- Research Option: 
Research Afghanistan and the country’s struggles over the past 100 years. Choose one topic 
relating to Afghanistan that you can cover within a 3-5 minute time frame  
Do a multimedia presentation that incorporates information you have learned about 
Afghanistan throughout the Kite Runner Unit and your research. 
 
The Assignment 
The more planning you do up front, the more smoothly and time efficient the project 
development will be. This is because it takes only minutes to rearrange words and images 
on index cards or paper, but it can be very time consuming to rearrange and edit clips in 
iMovie, Movie Maker or Photo Story. Because this is a new experience for most people, it’s 
helpful to refer to the rubric up front so that you know the criteria for success.  

 Brainstorming: Students share their ideas with others in the class (sometimes 
called a “story circle”). Peers and instructor ask questions and help each 
other refine their ideas. 

 Scripting: Students author a 100-300 word script that will become the 
“audio” for their project after research is complete. Peers and instructor can 
ask questions and provide feedback on the script as well. 

 Storyboarding: Using a comic strip format, students show how the words in 
their scripts will synch up with the images they plan to use in their stories. 
Time permitting, this is another opportunity for feedback. 

 Recording and Editing: This is where the piece comes together 
 Fine Tuning and Titling: Students add transitions, visual effects, pan and 

zooms, titles, and credits. It’s important for this to come last, as transitions 
can change the timing of a piece. 

 Burning: Students export their projects and burn them to CD or DVD( you can 
also use a jump drive) – at least one copy for the student and another for the 
teacher. 

 Sharing: It’s important to schedule a final project so that students can 
present and discuss their work. This is where some of the most important 
reflective learning takes place! 

 Must be a minimum of 3-5 minutes in length 
 Must have appropriate background audio 
 Stories are to have photographs, evidence of research through text, a title and music. 
 MUST be done in a professional manner, which means that there should be no 

horsing around and should be treated as an assignment.   
 Must have at least 5 references that are cited at the end of the presentation 
 Students create the digital story using iMovie, Movie Maker or Photo Story and add 

transitions, titles, and credits. It’s important for this is done last, as transitions can 
change the timing of a piece 

 
 


