
Audience: Neighborhood Residents 
General Questions 

1. What were your thoughts and feelings about the individuals and their stories in 
Waging A Living? What is the same and what is different about the families who live 
in your community? 

2. Was there one character with whom you felt particular empathy? Who was that? 
What did you find compelling about his/her situation? What would you advise 
him/her to do to improve his/her economic situation? 

3. Jean’s daughter Bridget said: “No matter what we need, when we need it, Mom gets it. 
No matter what. She is the one reason why I'm still here [in recovery from cancer]. If I 
wasn't sick, I'd want to be just like her.” Was there one character you particularly  
dmired? What did you admire about him/her? Is that something you would like to 
do with you life? If so, how might you go about it? 

4. Jean said, “I’ve worked hard my whole life and I’m still stuck. Things have changed 
somewhere along the line and I feel cheated out of the American dream. I just don’t get 
ahead. There is no American Dream anymore.” Jerry also talked about the American 
dream. “My dreams will come true if I work hard enough for them. But it's just some 
people's dreams get torn down.” 

5. What does the American dream mean to you? What would you say to Jean or Jerry 
who are clearly working hard but are still not achieving their dreams? In your view, 
what should they do differently? Or, what should the community or  government do 
differently? 

6. If you had the opportunity to advise employers, labor leaders, or community 
stakeholders in your neighborhood, what would you ask these groups to do to help 
low-wage workers and their struggling families? You may want to focus on  
employment issues, health care, affordable housing, education, or helping families 
build financial assets. 

 
 


